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I found a bird of prey on the ground – what do I do?

Is the bird visibly injured?First:

Birds of prey (raptors) are birds whose 
diet is made up of meat.

Are you sure? Does it fly away 
when you approach it?

Does the bird have feathers? It is a nestling and shouldn’t be on 
the ground!

Can you find the nest?

Can you easily reach the nest?

It is a fledgling. Being on the ground 
is normal as they learn how to fly.

Are the parents nearby and is the 
bird in a safe place, away from 
danger (e.g. busy roadways)?

Using gloves and a towel, gently put 
the bird back in the nest; wait 15 

minutes.
Are the parents visiting the nest?

Leave them be!
They will be okay, and are best left in 

their natural habitat.

Care, help, or advice is needed from a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

While keeping an eye on the bird,
Call our Wildlife Hotline:

403-946-2361

Nestling
Owl

Have questions concerning injured or orphaned wildlife? 
Call our Wildlife Hotline: 403-946-2361.
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