
Since its inception in 1993, the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation has been a safe haven 
and refuge for animals that have become injured or orphaned, most often at the hands of humans. 
Over the years the Centre has grown from a small operation with only an incredible vision, to a 
premiere wildlife trauma centre and the only wildlife centre to become accredited through the 
Alberta Veterinary Medical Association (ABVMA).

In order for AIWC to continue to provide the care and rehabilitation that it has done for its wild 
patients it needs your financial support by December 31, 2011 or essential programs and services 
will need to be cut. Sadly these programs and services will directly impact the number of wild 
patients that we are able to help leaving them without a refuge from their pain and suffering.

Complicated and costly surgeries, lengthy rehabilitation, increased need and a large number of 
patients requiring care over the winter has placed a tremendous strain on the operating finances 
and we are in desperate need of your financial support. Over the past 18 years we have done great 
things and will continue to do so, but we must have cash flow. And we need that cash flow now.

We have been good stewards of our funds and have stretched monies donated in the past, but 
have been hit hard due to a tight economy, especially when we rely solely on private donations. 
Our administration costs are less than 10% of our operational costs and we rely heavily on our 
dedicated volunteers who donate their time each day assisting staff with feeding, cleaning, wildlife 
rescue and administration.

This year saw a number of major steps forward in wildlife care and treatment, the most notable 
being the tremendously successful orthopedic surgery (provided by Calgary North Veterinary Hos-
pital) that was performed on an injured and provincially endangered Ferruginous Hawk. Today this 
majestic bird is in the outdoor enclosure awaiting spring as unfortunately his injury interfered with 
his migration. Other patients at the Centre, including beavers, porcupines, squirrels, and hares all 
have specialized formulas that are very costly. And the list goes on. 

We are optimistic about the future. More than 25 grant applications have been submitted 
since September, with another 20 to be completed by year end.  We are continuing our Christmas 
adopt a critter program and food pledge fundraisers and we will be vigorously selling member-
ships.  We are hopeful that 2012 will be easier financially.  First though, we must get through the 
next few months.  We won’t be able to do that without generous support – from you.

Our need is immediate!
Much like our patients when they come through our door. 

Only we can help them – only you can help us!

AIWC needs your help...AIWC needs your help...
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Diana Segboer
Executive Director
Please contact me with any of your questions.



Box 68, Madden, AB  T0M 1L0
p (403) 946-2361 • f (403) 946-5689

www.aiwc.ca
Vision: AIWC strives to enrich the lives 
of Albertans by nurturing a strong 
appreciation and respect for wildlife.

Mission/Mandate:
To contribute to wildlife conservation in 
Alberta by:
• Providing comprehensive and humane 
rehabilitation programs for injured and 
orphaned wildlife;
• Promoting awareness and encouraging 
greater stewardship of native wildlife 
through engaging education programs;
• Researching wildlife issues that improve 
rehabilitation protocols and support the 
broader scientific community; and
• Helping people co-exist with wildlife 
through a biology-based, humane inter-
vention service.

editor: Janna So
design: Liz Titmarsh-Phinney
Print: Seitel Solutions Canada Ltd.

inside this issue:
Volume 18 / Issue 3 / Fall 2011

Species Profile ..............................3
Marigold Memorial .............  4 & 5
An Evening for the Animals .....  6
Musicians Gone Wild Update ....  7
Third Time’s the Charm .............  8
Food Pledge form .......................  9
Sponsors ......................................10
Freedom for Fox Family ........... 11
Christmas Gift Ideas .................  12

Contributors: D. Hanna,  L. Daoust,
A. Tong, G. Millenaar, T. McDougall,
D. Thompson, K. Pederson, M. Downs,
C. Vavasour-Williams, K. Phillips,
P. Zwilling, D. Segboer, R. Maerz

Photos: AIWC, D. Hanna, A. Tong,
T. McDougall,  K. Pederson, R. Hoskins,
L. Alderman, D. Kierecka, S. Bessant,
L. Miles, D.Thompson

Submissions/Comments can be sent 
to the above address

2 Recovery Review Fall 2011

W
i l d l i f e C o n s e r v a t i

o n

A
lb

e r t a I n s t i t u t e
F

or

Every year, AIWC admits hundreds 
of ducklings, representing several 
species of waterfowl. Ducklings 
arrive for diverse reasons. Some 
are genuinely orphaned be-
cause their mother was killed 
when crossing a road, some are 
thought to be orphans (though 
they were simply resting while 
the parents were feeding near-
by) and are removed by well-
meaning finders, and some are 
located in nests that need to be 
moved from dangerous loca-
tions. Once at AIWC, ducklings 
are raised in a safe environ-
ment, and are released prior 

to migration.

As natural habitats are lost to urbanization, 
birds nest in locations that are not always 
ideal…

A construction worker at a Calgary worksite 
discovered the nest of these magpies on the 
garage of a house under construction.  Since 
the nest had to be removed, the seven nestlings 
were taken to AIWC.  The nestlings were in good 
condition upon arrival, but required a lot of at-
tention. They had to be placed in an incubator and 
fed mushy nestling formula every twenty minutes.

The parents of 
these red-tailed 
hawks nested on 
an airport tower at 
the Springbank Air-
port, consequently 
blocking radio sig-
nal communication. For safety reasons, the nest was 
taken down and the chicks were brought to the Centre. 
In this picture a volunteer prepares to hand-feed the 
nestlings raw meat items - a meal that most accurately 
conforms to their wild diet.

Choose tree-free
e-news
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This porcupine baby was found grazing 
on plants in the backyard of a kind-
hearted resident of the McKenzie Lake 
community (Calgary). Since the two week 
old porcupette’s mother never returned, 
it was clear he was an orphan. Once at 
AIWC, he was fed the appropriate for-
mula before he was truly able to devour 
his greens with gusto! 

Imagine eating only one type of food 
day in and day out for most of your life. 
To most people this sounds like a form 
of cruel and unusual torture, but to many 
great grey owls (Strix nebulosa) eating 
this seemingly monotonous diet has 
allowed it to become a very successful 
bird of prey. In northern regions, great 
grey owls feed mainly on small rodents, 
with voles representing up to 90% of their 
diet. This means the migration and settle-
ment pattern of these owls follows the 
population boom and bust cycle of voles. 
Individuals in southern reaches of the spe-
cies’ range have a more varied diet. Rats, 
mice, shrews, squirrels, rabbits, chip-
munks, moles, and weasels are on that 
owl’s menu. Birds are rarely captured by 
great grey owls and frogs, toads, snakes, 
and insects are taken infrequently. 

As hunters, great greys adopt a “sit 
and wait” strategy, or will fly close to the 
ground, usually less than six meters high, 

when hunting. The flight of these owls is 
slow, seemingly methodical and com-
pletely silent. What it lacks in flying speed, 
however, is more than compensated by 
its powerful and accurate strikes. These 
daring raptors have been known to pen-
etrate snow pack strong enough to hold 
a 180 pound person when capturing prey 
and they will often dive into snow thirty 
centimetres deep.

Great grey owls are among the con-
tinent’s largest owls. Females can be as 
long as 72 centimetres while males can 
reach a length of 67 centimetres. Despite 
their great size, great grey owls are out-
weighed by great horned owls and snowy 
owls. Unlike the former, great greys lack 
‘horned’ tufts of feathers. Instead, they 
are distinguished by markings on their 
head and face that make it appear as 
through these birds have white ‘mous-
taches’ and black triangular ‘beards’ or 
‘bow ties.’ As the name suggests, great 

grey owls are mainly grey with streaks of 
brown and white.

Great grey owls have enchanted hu-
man imaginations across the northern 
hemisphere. Depending on where you 
are, a great grey may be known as the 
cinereous owl, spectral owl, Lapland owl, 
spruce owl, bearded owl, sooty owl, or 
the Grey Ghost of the Forest. 

~ by A Tong

The great grey owl’s majesty and beauty have 
not gone unnoticed. It is the provincial bird of 
Manitoba and Errol, the Weasley family’s owl 
in the Harry Potter movies, is a great grey owl.

This great horned owl fledgling was 
discovered within a glassed-in balcony in 
a northwest Calgary home. He sustained 
multiple bruises, most likely because he 
hit the glass while attempting to escape. 
Following treatment, the owl was moved 
to an outdoor enclosure where he was able 
to hone his wild instincts. 

Increase 
the Impact 

of your 
Donation...

ask your 
employer to 
match your 

pledge!!
Many companies have a 

“Matching Gift Program”
or

“Employee Giving 
Program.”

Enquire with your 
Human Resources Department 

to find out more. 
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Marigold

July 2003 - Sept. 2011

Destiny brought an orphan striped skunk to AIWC on a warm summer 
day in 2003. She was so tiny, about four weeks old, and definitely too 
young to be on her own. Her admission story was regrettably com-
mon; landowners had “removed” two skunks – her parents - from 

their property before they realized there was den of kits on site. This baby girl 
was the sole survivor. At AIWC, she soon found herself in the company of seven 
slightly older striped skunks who, initially, were the embodiment of sweetness 
and acceptance. At the time, it seemed her life would follow a predictable course: 
being raised to the age she would have been when she naturally left her mother in 
the wild, then released. But something happened that changed the course of her 
life: the other skunks rejected her. They picked on her, bullied her and eventually 
pulled out the fur on the top of her head. 

Although growing up with con-specifics is best, the now-bald youngster had 
stopped thriving because of her interaction with the boisterous bunch. Other solo 
skunks had been successfully raised, and released, at AIWC in the past so staff 
members decided it was best to raise this orphan separately. Day by day she grew 
bigger and her fur grew back. Eventually she started eating solid food and was 
weaned off her formula. 

Ideally, by this point, she should have developed a healthy wariness of humans. 
The seven others did, and it was common for them to let off a few noxious skunk 

Following treatment for lymphoma, Marigold, AIWC’s beloved striped 
skunk and Education Ambassador, peacefully passed away on Septem-
ber 30. We will forever cherish the memory of our dear friend from the 
wild. This is her story.

- by R. Maerz

D
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make a difference in 

the lives that follow.

Marigold, you 
captivated our hearts 

and we will never 
forget you!

smells if people got too close. But this 
gal never did. If anything, it seemed she 
relished the company of people, and she 
did not show apprehension, regardless 
of whether a person was familiar to her 
or not. Her ease with humans suggested 
a separate path could be more appro-
priate for her future well-being. As it 
was, AIWC needed another educational 
animal and it seemed this friendly char-
acter might fit the bill. A rigorous ethical 
examination followed, and she was 
evaluated against a strict set of criteria 
testing her ability to cope with long-
term captivity and exposure to various 
groups of people. She passed with flying 
colours!

A contest was held to choose a name 
and she became “Marigold,” in reference 
to the beautiful and beneficial, albeit 
strong-smelling, flower. For peace of 
mind, her scent glands were removed. 
With some cameo appearances on local 
morning shows, Mari’s career as an 
AIWC ambassador had begun!

From pre-school kids to senior 
citizens, Marigold enchanted them all! 
In doing so, she changed the opinion of 
those who had the privilege to meet her. 
At first, her appearance generated such 

comments as “Oh, stinky!” or “Ew, will 
she spray us?” But perceptions were 
quickly transformed. “Cool!” “Wow!” “I 
love skunks!” became the new mantra. 

One volunteer recalled the pure ela-
tion her grandmother experienced when 
she spent time with such a gorgeous, 
gregarious animal. Another volunteer 
related the story of a landowner who was 
so impressed with Marigold’s friendly 
and laid-back personality that he vowed 
to educate his neighbours about how 
useful skunks are for mouse and in-
sect control. Marigold was a fantastic 
teacher!

Like all skunks, Marigold was a 
master forager, adept at using her sense 
of smell and long claws to root about for 
a tasty morsel. Where there was food, 
Marigold was guaranteed to be under-
foot, waiting to snatch any tidbit that 
fell to the floor. Ever the opportunist, 

Mari also helped herself to a volunteer’s 
muffin placed too close to her transport 
carrier, and a mouse (intended for a 
hawk) in the hand of an unwary Centre 
volunteer who bent down to say hello. 
Oh, how she loved peanuts! With good 
reason, Miss Marigold was kept on a 
sensible diet!

In warm weather, Marigold enjoyed 
her walks outside where she was able 
to indulge her innate curiosity. Woe 
betide the person who let her get under 
the porch! Marigold loved it there and 
only intense efforts could coax her out. 
On the other hand, she did not relish the 
cold. Many volunteers could relate how, 
upon being invited outside on a cooler 
day, she would take one tentative sniff 
of the chilly air and march right back 
inside!

Sweet Marigold! You were one of 
the wild ones who came to live among 
humans and who taught us so much 
about your gentle kind. We will miss 
your pleading looks for one more treat, 
your claws clicking on the linoleum as 
you scurried about, and your warmth as 
you slept in a willing lap. Through you, 
countless Albertans learned that skunks, 
along with other less appreciated native 
animals, are incredible individuals and 
integral members of our ecosystems.
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Unfortunately, healthy orphaned birds such as these owlets can 
be more common than one would suspect.

~ by K. Pederson

O
n a warm mid-August night, long-time AIWC volunteer 
Heather MacEwan-Foran and her family hosted a suc-
cessful fundraiser. Embraced by the picturesque coun-
tryside, guests enjoyed visiting with fellow volunteers, 

making new friends, and, most importantly, raising money for 
AIWC. The guests were wined and dined in style; a pianist played 
softly while scrumptious vegetarian finger-food was served. There 
were many “goody-bags” donated for the silent auction, the 
most popular being an original painting by AIWC’s resident skunk 
Marigold. The surprise entertainment was an appearance by “Neil 
Diamond” (expertly channeled by Lee Shedden!). Enthusiasm and 
generosity were the style of the delightful evening. In the end, 
over $5,700 was raised, every penny of which will be directed 
to the rehabilitation of the critters AIWC assists. Thanks to all 
who attended this relaxing and fun-filled event! And special thanks 
to Heather and her whole family for organizing and hosting this 
significant occasion!

O

An Evening 
for the Animals

Fundraising is a keystone activity for AIWC. The majority of donations 
made to AIWC are used directly for the food, medications and other sup-
plies necessary for restoring our wild patients to full health. So when a 
group of wildlife enthusiasts initiates a new, festive and successful fund-
raising event, an exuberant celebration is guaranteed. The ‘Musicians 
Gone Wild’ Benefit Concert was all that and a pint of beer!

The music was fantastic, catering to a wide spectrum of tastes. Mag-
nolia Buckskin, The Ruminants, Ruth Purves Smith and the 581, Prairies 
Edge, Ralph Boyd Johnson, Jim McLennan, and the Berna-Dean Holland 
Band all lent their acoustic talents to make the event incredible. Thank 
you for your wonderful performances! Artist CD sales were brisk, an 
indicator that attendees were putting their money where their enjoy-
ment was. The Good Earth Cafe supplied paninis, desserts and coffees, 
and the bar was stocked by Dianne Wittner. In total, almost $4600 was 
raised to benefit AIWC and wildlife. Long time AIWC volunteer Dennis 
Hanna summed up the evening, “A great night…[and] great music from a 
bevy of bands that was enjoyed by all. And best of all, it was the animals 
who truly benefited from the evening as a whole!”

As performer and organizer Berna-Dean Holland shares, 
“I believe this event was definitely a success and 
could easily become an exciting annual event. 
I have already heard from other musicians in 

Alberta, and beyond, who have asked 
about performing at the next 

Musicians Gone Wild.” Between 
the positive feedback and 

money raised, this fund-
raiser was definitely a 

success! AIWC is hoping 
‘Musicians Gone Wild’ truly 

becomes an annual event we 
can look forward to for many 

years to come!

Success!

The following people made Musicians Gone Wild possible: 
AIWC Staff and Volunteers; all the fabulous performers; 
Michael Platt for his amazing posters; The Good Earth Cafe; 
Dianne Wittner; Deb Oldfield for her outstanding Public Service 
Announcement distribution; Andrew Scott and KPMG; Hillhurst 
Sunnyside Community Association; 
and most especially Brian Holland.

~ Much gratitude and many thanks!

The ‘Musicians Gone Wild’ event was 
all that and a pint of beer!
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AIWC’s corral is currently home to eight 
white-tailed deer. These fawns were admit-
ted in the spring/summer, ranging in age 
from a few days to a few weeks old. Hailing 
from the Edmonton area (transfers from 
the Wildlife Rehabilitation Society of Ed-
monton), Okotoks, and Calgary, the fawns’ 
stories represent issues common to many 
babies admitted to AIWC: victims of dog at-
tacks, genuine orphans, and ‘kidnappings’ 
by well-meaning finders (including one 
maternally-minded dog).  Now nearly full-
grown, the deer will be released in the fall.

The third beaver kit in as many years to come to AIWC made his way to the 
Centre on the evening of June 6th. Coming from the Big Valley area, his finder 
discovered him on top of his dead mother’s body which itself was on top of the 
beaver’s lodge. The kit was very unstable, dehydrated and hypothermic when he 
arrived. Although he was administered fluids and put into an incubation unit, his 
outcome seemed quite dire. 

As with other beaver kits that have come to AIWC, this baby did not immedi-
ately eat well. Constant vigilance was needed to imitate the care he would have 
received by his natural mother, and plenty of patience was offered during his 
carefully monitored, round-the clock (including - ooph! - 2 am) feedings. Slowly 
but surely, the kit took to the new methods of feeding, gaining strength with 
each sip. Once his condition improved and he was of age, he was transitioned to 
solid foods. He has shown constant weight gain as well as appropriate devel-
opment in his overall personality. Now he has become quite contentious with 
his caregivers, a favourable attitude for an animal that will eventually fend for 
himself.

The young beaver has graduated from his original pen on the main floor of the 
Trauma Centre. In fact, he now has his own private room downstairs, complete 
with a “beaver lodge” and pool. This young guy will be with us over the winter, 
with a possible release in the late spring of 2012 when he can fully take on ‘The 
Wild.’ Once again, the caring volunteers and staff members have turned a very 
dour situation into one that is hopeful and brimming with possibilities! We will 
never truly know what tragedy befell our little guy’s mom, but rest assured there 
will be subsequent generations of beavers that would not have existed had it not 
been for the intervention of the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation! 

Third Time’s a CharmThird Time’s a Charm
~ by D. Hanna

  Planned giving is a way to carry forward your passion and concern for wildlife. 
It is a wonderful way to ensure AIWC continues its outstanding efforts to rescue, 
treat, and release Alberta’s injured and orphaned wildlife.
  Chances are, you already donate generously to us. Have you considered leav-
ing a lasting legacy that will continue to make a difference after you are gone?  
Calgary’s continuing development guarantees that the past trend of increasing 
human-wildlife conflict will mean a greater need than ever for AIWC’s wildlife 
services. That is why your support is so important and why a legacy gift will 
help us prepare for the future. Bequests are mutually rewarding and allow us to 
initiate goals that might otherwise be out of reach.
   You may want to give to a specific AIWC 
program or you may prefer to let us determine 
the greatest need. Planned giving can help 
your own financial picture while helping save 
wildlife you care about.  If you think a lasting 
legacy might be for you, contact your lawyer 
and state your bequest using AIWC’s full name 
and charitable registration number. You may 
also contact us at the Centre, at any time.

Please help us 

make a difference in 

the lives that follow.
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Copy & Mail this form to: Box 68, Madden, AB
T0M 1L0 OR Email: info@aiwc.ca
(tax receipts are automatically issued unless otherwise specified)

Alberta Institute 
for Wildlife 
Conservation

Adoption form
Eagle:       $100 

Large Raptor        $60 

Lrg. Mammal     $100 
Waterfowl            $40 

Songbird         $40 

Small Raptor       $50 

Med. Mammal    $70 
Sm. Mammal       $40 

*Please  check one.

Name:

Mailing Address: 

P.C. Ph:

Email:

If the adoption is a gift, please include name and 
address of recipient:

Amount Enclosed: $

Please make cheques payable to: AIWC

OR charge my q VISA q MasterCard

Number:

Expiry Date:

Signature:

charitable #14041 6140 RR0001
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The following individuals and corporate enterprises have 
generously contributed time, effort, and crucial funds to AIWC ...

Peregrines - ($20,000+) Fawns - ($1,000+)
• Anonymous  • Dr. V. Barkowski • Dr. S. Bitner 
• J. Bonnycastle • G. Burns • Canada Helps • 
M. Coates • J. Craven’s Estate • R.T. Davis • 
L. Donadeo • Dr. N. Embleton • L. Forbes • S. 
Graup • R. Jensen • I. Jones • L. Keating • E. 
Kenny • H. MacEwan Foran • MacEwan Foran 
Evening for the Animals • M. Foran • D. Lumley 
• M. Major • J. Marshall • Dr. R. Martinez • J. 
McCoshen • B. & T. McDougall • Dr. J. McMur-
ray • Mrs. McMurray’s Grade 3 Class • B. Mel-
lett • Dr. S. Nadeau • P. Petrik • D. Post • A. 
Ritter Estate • D. Rodtka • Y. Schurmann • G. 
Shulhan • J. Sutherland • S. Viertelhausen

CORPORATE

Foxes - ($500 - $999)
• C. Bernard •  A.E. Bowers Elementary School 
– all grade threes • V. Clark • W. Dempster 
• S. Derrick & T. Jones • J. Dundas • E. Easton 
• M. & V. Graham • R. & H. Hamilton 
• M.J. Hunter  • C. Kane • W.D. Kemp • T. Le-
rke • A. Mandel • A. Norris • G. Palmer • D. Pat-
tison • J. Rogers Dundas • E. Scott • D. Sem-
chuck • L. Shalapata • E. & J. So • S. Tham • 
G. Timmins • S. Viertelhausen • M. Williams

Beavers - ($250 - $499)
L. & W. Aebli • J. Alexander• S. & M. Alva-
rez-Toye • B. Bartlett • S. Bessant • M. & L. 
Brown • Calgary Arts Academy Society • Dr. 
E. Campbell • L. Cerveny • L. Cordeiro • V. 
Fretz • C. Godwin • D. Goudie • M. Graham 
• Z. & E. Gulyas • D. Guyett • B. Harper • A. 
Harris • L. Higgins • L. Javeri • J.P. Jones • R. 
Keller • R. Kelly  • N. Munn-Baxter & K. Baxter 
• Nose Creek Elementary School • S. Pater-
son • Z. Pawlicka • M. Phillips • N. Plowman • 
J. Pollock-Ceh • J. Reynolds • E. Rowley • D. 
Slack • J. Smith • R. Smithson • N. Stoney • 
R. Sweep • J. & P. Tarjan • United Way of Cal-
gary-Donor Designation Program • C. Vandal • 
M. Warmington • F. Wittner

Muskrats - ($101 - $249)

INDIVIDUAL

Prairie Falcons - ($5,000-$9,999)
• TD Friends of the Environment Fdn.

Merlins - ($1,000 - $4,999)
• Airdrie Show N Shine
• AB Sport, Recreation, Parks & Wildlife Fdn.
• Calgary Bird Banding Association
• Cenovus Employee Foundation
• Donmar Foundation
• Encana Corporation
• Nickle Family Foundation
• Shell Canada Ltd.
• The Calgary Fdn. – MacEwan Family Charity Fund
• Vancouver Foundation

• E. Aburto • L. Allan • G. Anderson • L. Ander-
son • B. Barker • J. Blayney • L. Brule & R. Ayotte  
• M. Burles • I. & D. Christensen • T. Dil-
lon • M. Dunsmore • C. & D. Ellis • C. Emij 
• R. Ferguson • N. Goddard  • R. Green 
• J. Hammond • B-D. Holland • L. Hulse 
• L. Jaskula • M. Johnson • J. Kenny  • D. Kitler 
•  G. & L. Luciani • B. Mack • K. MacMillan 
• M. Maes  • S. Maki • S. Mazurkewich 
• D. Measor • R.S. Milne • C. Moore • H. Nelson 
• H. Oldham  • H.L. Overli • H. Pederson   • D. Prall 
• G. & A. Roper • G. Rowley • G. Rumpel • 
J. Scott • C. Shillington Nelson • A.E. Smith 
• D. Smith & N. Townshend • E. & J. Smith  • 
P. Smitshoek • K. Swindlehurst • D. Tull • C. 
Vantooren • G. Walker • Dr. D. Wetherell • D.K. 
Wickman • M.L. Wilcox • R. Wilcox • S. Will-
son-Cross • B. Willy • M. Wilson • D. Wittner 
• A. Zaremba

Gyrfalcons - ($10,000-$20,000)
• Acorn Fund
• Grant MacEwan Charitable Fdn.

• Canada Life Assurance 
   Company in Memory of 
   Thea Rothbart

Special
Requests

Prairie Hares - ($50 - $100)
• Z. Agashae • R. Ahearn • A. Angheluta • H. 
Baytaluke & M. Hutchinson • T. & B. Beisel 
• N. Berreth • H. Black • S. Bolt • K. Botting 
• R. Bottrill • B. Britnell • T. & E. Brunt • R. 
& J. Buckler • J. & G. Buresi • B. Burton • R. 
Bussi • K. Calverry • S. Cleary • M. Coleman 
• J. Collins • G. Comin • S. Detombe • C. Do-
rin • A. Epp • J. & O. Findlay • J. Foster • D. 
Friesen • E. Garrett • H. Grassick • W. Green 
• B. Guignion • L. Gwynne • K. Hamilton • G. 
Harris • D. Hartman • J. Hill • B. Hopkins • J. 
Howells-Laurie • S. Jacobucci • S. January • 
S. Jenkins • J. Jordan • T. Kehler • D. Kierecka 
• L. Kuhn • J. Langton • A. MacLean-Nelson • 
A. Makin • S. Maley • E. Marinier • M. Matlo • 
T. May • E. Merritt • O. & L. Norstrom • P. Nor-
ton • G. O’Dwyer • D. Ormerod • R. & G. Page 
• K. Person • C. Pike • W. Prescot • R. Quinn 
• L. & R. Read • L.F. Reishus • W. Saunders • 
C. Schmidt • D. Schmidt • S. Serl • J. Silver 
• H. So • M. Squario • J. St. George-Rennie 
• I. Strumik • A. Sweet • S. Thain & R. Brynko 
• Dr. R. Tsujikawa • T. Truman • R. Vija Korns 
• K. Werbisky • B. Whelan • E. Wigglesworth • 
M. Williams • J. Wills • J. Young • R. & D. Zivot

Ask about our corporate talks, work-
shops, and guest speaker topics. 
Guaranteed to entertain and amaze; 
AIWC can add flavour to your class, 
meeting, or special event.

Kestrels - (under $1,000)
• 9th Avenue Animal Clinic
• Airdrie Liquor Store Customers
• AB Blue Cross – Community Investment Program
• Atchison Literature Inc.
• Bastet Inc.
• C.H. Andrews Farms Ltd.
• Canadian Energy Research Inst.
• Cochrane Veterinary Care Clinic Ltd.
• EnCana Cares Foundation
• Fish Creek Pet Hospital customers
• Glendale Women’s Institute
• Hirst & Joyeux Solutions
• Olympic Seismic
• Outdoor Museum
• Paul Dunphy Productions Inc.
• Research Dimensions Ltd.
• Sherkan Company
• Springbank Heritage Club
• Talisman Energy Inc.
• Team Telus Cares
• Tera Environmental Consultants
• The Home Vintner
• Victory Plastics Ltd.
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Vantooren • G. Walker • Dr. D. Wetherell • D.K. 
Wickman • M.L. Wilcox • R. Wilcox • S. Will-
son-Cross • B. Willy • M. Wilson • D. Wittner 
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Gyrfalcons - ($10,000-$20,000)
• Acorn Fund
• Grant MacEwan Charitable Fdn.

• Canada Life Assurance 
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Guaranteed to entertain and amaze; 
AIWC can add flavour to your class, 
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~ by D. Thompson

Ask an AIWC Rescue Driver when 
spring has officially arrived, and they 
will say “when we get our first call to 

relocate waterfowl from a  hazardous 
urban nesting location.” 

Freedom
for
  Fox
Family

I could hear playful 
yowls, yips, and yelps as I walked along 
the downstairs hallway at AIWC, but when I 
opened the door to ‘Room O’ there was no 
sign of life other than a floor littered with 
enrichment items. It certainly smelled as 
though something inhabited the room. The 
top half of a kennel sat upon a towel in the 
middle of the floor. 

As I stepped inside and closed the 
door behind me, the kennel slid towards 
the back corner. A red face peered out 
and eyed me with suspicion. Then another 

face. And another. I took a fur-
ther step. The faces disappeared 
and the kennel scooted again. 
The red fox kits were curious, 
but too timid to leave their den. 

These bashful babies had 
been brought to us by a 
Carstairs resident who had 
trapped the nursing kits under 
his shed after learning that 
a neighbouring farmer had 
shot their mother. Though 
dehydrated, the kits were still 
a healthy weight because 

of the swift rescue effort. AIWC Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Technician Barb Kowalzik 
informed me that fox kits, like all our pa-
tients, need enrichment, so we give them 
opportunities through which they can per-
fect their future hunting skills as they play. 
She further explained that foxes require 
socialization, so we try to ensure babies 
are not raised alone. Arriving together as 
siblings, these kits are a thriving, indepen-
dent, well-bonded unit.

In literature, foxes are often portrayed 
as cunning thieves, but in reality they 
are more shy than sly, and tend to avoid 

interaction with humans. They are natural 
predators which can keep ground squirrel 
and mouse populations low, and are thus 
often appreciated by farmers plagued by 
these crop-destroying rodents.

Once moved to our outdoor mammal 
enclosure, the red fox trio quickly dug an 
underground den and spent most daylight 
hours tucked up inside it; but during twi-
light, a lucky volunteer could catch a rare 
glimpse of rusty fur or a white tipped tail 
as the growing siblings emerged to hunt 
and play.

When the circumstances were right, 
the trio was transported to a safe location 
in southern Alberta for release. Although I 
will miss observing these cheeky canines, 
I know they will flourish, delighting in their 
new-found freedom. 
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D espite changes made to regulations in the 1990s, Alberta’s birds are still dying of lead poisoning. Just how persistent this problem is would be anyone’s guess, but 
for four bald eagles the question became moot when 
they succumbed to the lethal toxin. Lead poisoning is an insidious condition on several 
fronts. Unlike some other forms of poisoning, the 
symptoms associated with lead toxicosis are rather 
generic, making a definitive diagnosis impossible 
without laboratory tests. To make matters worse, 
those tests are conducted in Ontario and it can take 
three days to three weeks for the analysis to be com-
pleted, depending on the type of tissue submitted. 
For an animal near death, those results may arrive 
much too late.

 AIWC cared for a significant number of eagles this 
winter, both golden and bald. Three were blown apart 
on power lines, one was hit by a car, and four, as we 
would soon piece together, fell victim to lead poison-
ing. The latter were bald eagles, ranging from two to 
seven years old, that were found in different areas 
of southern Alberta over a thirty-five day period. 
One was dug out of a snow bank during a dreadful 
mid-December storm. The rest could fly for very 
short distances but could neither maintain flight nor 
gain altitude. Some were hypothermic, some were 
not. One was emaciated, two were thin, one was in 
normal flesh and all had normal blood values. The 
one thing they all had in common was rapid deteriora-
tion, poor balance, and a marked lack of response to 
supportive care.   Staff members were initially suspicious of heavy 
metal toxicosis when the results from our regular 
battery of on-site tests proved inconclusive. Despite 
the season, it made no sense that mature, proven 
hunters would be debilitated; there had to be an un-AIWC Wildlife Hotline: 946-2361

See  Eagles continued on p3

Lead Kills Eagles ~ by Dianne Wittner

Lead ammunition is prohibited for use on Alberta’s waterfowl, but it is still prominently used by hunters to kill small land birds and mammals, as well as big game. It only takes two of these tiny pellets to harm an eagle. Other types of ammunition are readily available.

Marigold
Keychain
Order your plush 
keychain of Marigold 
the striped skunk!

A great keepsake!

Call AIWC 
NOW to order!    946-2361

Talons & Tails
Alber ta  Ins t i tute  for  Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion :  Quar ter ly  Bu l le t in  for  Junior  Members

Vol.5 / Issue 4 / Winter 2009/10

Hello friends of wildlife!

My name is Caleb and I’m an 

American coot. I bet some of you 

have never even heard of a coot be-

fore! Coots are water loving birds. 

Many people confuse us with ducks.  

We eat insects and aquatic vegeta-

tion. In the spring, summer, and fall 

we live all across Alberta as well as 

some other provinces.  For the win-

ter, we migrate south and hang out 

on lakes and estuaries in the United 

States.  We migrate during the eve-

ning and night.

One morning in October, I was 

hanging out at Lake Sundance in 

southern Calgary. I wasn’t feeling 

well.  My left foot was swollen and 

had some sores on it. Hey, did you 

know that we have very unique feet? 

They are called fissipalmate. That 

means that our toes are lobed.  This 

helps propel us through the water 

and also helps us conduct heat out 

of our bodies. Cool huh? 

Anyways, back to my story. So I 

wasn’t feeling great. On top of an in-

jured foot I was also hungry and tired. 

I was wondering how I was going to 

get back to the business of migrating 

when I saw a scary sight. A man was 

approaching me. Normally I would 

have flown away before he got too 

close but because my foot hurt and 

I was feeling so weak, I couldn’t get 

off the ground.  He came closer and 

closer and then threw a net on top of 

me! I screamed and kicked and tried 

to get loose but he had a good hold 

on me.  I was put into a cardboard 

box and taken for a car ride.

When I was taken out of the box, 

I was in the exam room at AIWC.  I 

was given a thorough medical exam 

and I heard phrases like “lesions on 

left foot”, “body weight is low”, and “I 

wonder what happened to this coot?” 

After my exam, I was placed in a nice 

comfy cage with some mealworms 

to munch on.  I have spent the 

last couple months gaining weight 

(the food here is plentiful), getting 

stronger, and resting while my foot 

heals.  I will have to spend the rest 

of the winter here at the hospital as 

I missed migration due to my injury.  

I can hardly wait until spring when 

my friends are back and I can be re-

leased to the wild!

I will have quite a story to tell!

C oots  a re 
C ool

Guess  that  Critter ...
Can you name what kind of animal 

is at the top of this page?

Answer on page 4Q: What do you get when you cross a 

              toad and a french fry? A:  A Potatoad!

C oots  a re 
C ool

AIWC Gifts 
For the nature lover who has everything ...

AIWC Calendar
Beautiful wildlife photos ... all AIWC patients.

AIWC Memberships
Become a member of the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation

Adult Membership is $35.00/year and includes:
• our quarterly newsletter ‘Recovery Review’ hot off the press!
• 10% discount on AIWC merchandise
• voting privileges at the Annual General Meeting
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$525
(+$2 S&H)

A great 
Christmas gift!

$15
(+$2 S&H)

Choose the habitat-friendly tree-free option!

Child Membership is $25.00/year 
and includes:
• our entertaining and informative 
   newsletter ‘Talons & Tails’ 
     just for kids!

SAVE!!
Order both for only $45


